







































Today we will cover:
 Overview of BCSSE
 Purpose, Survey Content, Reports
 Overview of NSSE  
 Purpose, Survey Content, Reports
 Using BCSSE and NSSE Data to Understand Your 
Students
 Using BCSSE and NSSE Data to Assess Learning 









Purpose of BCSSE is to measure entering first-
year students’ pre-college academic and co-
curricular experiences, as well as their 
expectations and attitudes for participating in 





There are 3 sections to the BCSSE survey
1) First section asks students about their high 
school experiences (Q’s 1 – 12)
2) Second section asks students about their 
expectations and beliefs regarding their first-year 
of college (Q’s 13 – 18 & 21 – 23)
3) The last section asks students about background 
characteristics (Q 19, 20, 24 - 32)
Administration
Paper, Web, or Mixed Modes
1. Paper group administration
• Orientation, Welcome Week, etc.
2. Web group administration
• While students are in computer lab, etc.
3. Web email administration
• Web link emailed to students
Reports
Four reports are provided:
1. BCSSE Report (Summer/Fall 2010)
2. BCSSE Advising (Summer/Fall 2010)
3. Grand Frequencies and Means (Fall 2010)
a) Overall
b) Institution types
4. BCSSE/NSSE report (Summer 2011)
Survey Content
BCSSE Scales
High School Academic Engagement
Engagement in educationally relevant 
behaviors during the last year of high school. 
Expected Academic Engagement
Expected engagement in educationally 
relevant behaviors during the first year of 
college. 
Expected Academic Perseverance
Student certainty that they will persist in the 
face of academic adversity.
Expected Academic Difficulty
Expected academic difficulty during the first 
year of college. 
Perceived Academic Preparation
Student perception of their academic 
preparation.  
Importance of Campus Environment
Student-rated importance that the institution 
provides a challenging and supportive 
environment. 
Brief Description NSSE
National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)
 Collects data from first-year and senior students near 
the end of the academic year regarding their academic 
engagement.
 NSSE collects data regarding "good practices" in 
undergraduate education that reflect behaviors by 
students and institutions that are associated with 
desired outcomes of college.
Brief Description NSSE
National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)
 Level of Academic Challenge
 Time spend preparing for class (Q9a)
 Active and Collaborative Learning
 Worked with other students on projects during class (Q1g)        
 Student-Faculty Interaction
 Talked about career plans with a faculty member (Q1o)
 Enriching Educational Experiences
 Talking with students of a different race or ethnicity (Q1u)
 Supportive Campus Environment.































year related to active learning how much are
Sample Framing Questions: Using BCSSE & NSSE 
to Assess the First Year Experience







































Preparing for class 
(studying, reading, 
writing, doing 
homework or lab work, 
0 hours per week 4 0%
1-5 hours per week 52 3%
6-10 hours per week 276 18%
11 15 hours per week 446 30%
20
analyzing data, 
rehearsing, and other 
academic activities)
-    
16-20 hours per week 379 25%
21-25 hours per week 221 15%
26-30 hours per week 77 5%














































Never 8% 9% 14% 12%
Sometimes 42% 39% 42% 44%
Often 36% 37% 31% 31%  
during class Very often 14% 16% 12% 12%








OCCGRP Never 22% 18% 10% 15%
(ACL) Sometimes 41% 42% 42% 42%
Often 28% 27% 32% 31%
Very often 9% 13% 15% 13%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100%
Using NSSE Data
NSSE
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ED Never 8% 8% 8% 7%
(SFI)






Often 31% 36% 39% 38%
Very often 20% 18% 14% 20%



































































can ask of the data
Activity







NSSEville State is in its fourth year of offering a learning 
community (LC). Two important goals of the learning 
community program is to provide additional support and 
resources for those students that display low confidence 
in their academic abilities and for those students who 




High school grades A 58% 62%
B 42% 38%
Read on their own S + 66% 69%
N/VL 34% 31%
Students in LC were 
slightly more likely to 
report A’s in high school, 
read more, and intend to 
Learning Communities
High school studying 6 + 62% 63%
0-5 38% 37%
Intention to graduate Yes 86% 91%
First generation Yes 31% 35%






also slightly more likely 





High School Engagement Mean 5.3 5.71
Expected FY Engagement Mean 6.1 6.5
Learning Communities
Expected Academic Perseverance Mean 7.1 7.2
Expected Academic Difficulty Mean 4.9 5.0
Perceived Academic Preparation Mean 6.9 7.0
Importance of Campus Support Mean 7.4 7.6
1 p<.05
Since the Director is particularly interested in students with low 
academic confidence and/or those who expect to experience  
a difficult academic transition, they used two scale measures 
from BCSSE: Expected Academic Difficulty and Perceived
Learning Communities
       
Academic Preparation.
To identify those with low confidence or high expectations for 
transition difficulties, students were group into categories of 






















































































































































One is that students with higher levels of academic 
self confidence appear to be benefiting the most 
f ti i ti i l i it
Learning Communities
rom par c pa on n a earn ng commun y 
compared to their peers with low confidence.
Second, students who expect higher degree of 












































































































Any discussion, questions, or comments?
2011 Assessment Institute
Indianapolis, Indiana Thank you!
Copy of this and past presentations can be found at:
http://bcsse.iub.edu/pubs.cfm
Feel free to contact us with any      
questions regarding BCSSE & NSSE.
Jim Cole
BCSSE Project Manager
colejs@indiana.edu
Jillian Kinzie
NSSE Institute
jikinzie@indiana.edu
